Somers Middle School
Route 202 

Somers, N.Y. 10589

914-277-3399 ext. 665

Teacher: Bill Wienecke
emails: wwienecke@somers.k12.ny.us, or wwienecke@gmail.com
Grade Level: Grades 6-8
Number of Students: 15-20
Year Program Was Started: 2006
Brief History: The Somers Middle School Living History Program is dedicated to “bringing history to life” for the students of Somers, for keeping alive the memory of the Revolutionary War soldier and for deepening our young peoples understanding that the freedom we enjoy today came at a great price.  Activities include re-enactments of the 2nd NY Revolutionary War Regiment and work with historical period crafts and activities.  Specific programs have included an 80 minute activity called “Being a Revolutionary War Soldier for a Day” delivered to all 240 of our 7th graders in groups of 20-25, several marches at Ft. Montgomery, a regimental Christmas dinner (including a slide show presentation to parents and a demonstration by the “troops”), a colonial day, a day encampment at New Windsor Cantonment, an overnight encampment at Fr. Montgomery, marching in the Somers Memorial Day parade, a presentation to the Somers Historical Society, the formation of a fife and drum corps by Steve Checuti, our music director, and weekly one hour drill sessions/meetings after school.  Several of our teachers have enrolled in the Living History Education courses.  Reaction and support from our staff, parents and community members for our work has been overwhelmingly positive!  Our program has been made possible through the support of the Joe Ryan and his Living History Education Foundation, The 5th New York Regiment living history re-enactors, a Mini-Grant from the Somers PTA, our Somers parents and a $4,200 grant from the Somers Education Foundation. 

The Somers Middle School Living History Program

A year ago December I attended a state teacher conference and had met Joe Ryan during a presentation he gave on his Living History Foundation.  Last summer I took a course he offered at Fort Ticonderoga.  Having had the opportunity to "live" the life of a Revolutionary War soldier I became committed to bring this experience to my students.  With the help of Joe’s Living History Foundation, I have begun a program in my school.  During our American Revolutionary War unit, I dressed as an authentic period soldier and did a series of 80 minute presentations for our entire 7th grade.  In the presentation I used a slide show of pictures from the Ticonderoga course and actual pictures from several 5th New York Regiment reenactment battle scenes, including the 225th anniversary reenactment of the Surrender of Yorktown which I had to opportunity to participate in.  With the help of the Living History Foundation, I was able to put our students into period dress and give them the experience of “being a Rev. War soldier for the day”.  The program has been enthusiastically received!  

As a spin off to these presentations, I have begun an after school program.  I have 13 active members.  We meet after school every Tuesday from 3-4:00.  We march, drill and learn about the life of the American 18th century soldier.  We have had a regimental dinner, have marched at Fort Montgomery, pitched tents, marched in the woods behind our school and reenacted battles in the field.  The music teacher is currently training a handful of students in fife and drum in preparation for marching in our town’s Memorial Day parade.  We are planning a Living History Day in May and are preparing for an overnight encampment at Fort Montgomery in June.  I also have three colleagues from my school who are enrolled in Mr. Ryan’s Life in the New Nation course this July.  This will undoubtedly breathe further life and support into our school Living History Program.  

A pervasive theme that I teach is:  “What we have came at a price.”  More than having fun, my students understand something of what it meant to the soldiers of the Revolution to protect the flag of their country to the last man in battle and to experience a bit of what it was like to sweat, carry a musket and march in ranks.  We have had people pull off the main highway in front of our school and applaud our work, including a WWII veteran who pulled over to salute us, take pictures and go to the trouble to mail us the photos he had taken and write to us to express how important it was to him to see our kids learning about our history in such a meaningful way.

Our program is off the ground.  Our success in not in numbers, but in some way, like the rag-tag army of General Washington, it seems to be on a mission driven by that inexplicable spirit ’76!  It has taken on a life of its own in some way.  My hope is, with the help of fellow teachers and the Living History Foundation; I can expand and enrich the opportunity for my students to live the history that helped make this land the “home of the brave and the free”

Bill Wienecke       

Somers Middle School 

Living History Program

This year we are introducing a Living History Program in the Somers Middle School.  The focus of the program will be on the American Revolution and Colonial Living.  The purpose of the program will be to give our students a hands-on feel of life as an American Revolutionary War soldier as well as a taste of Colonial Period Living.  Students will see and handle authentic colonial period artifacts, dress and drill as an American Revolutionary soldier would have, as well as pitch a tent and experience a colonial era encampment.  Students will come to know first-hand a measure of the courage, sacrifice, dedication and ingenuity of the founders our country.  The excitement, drama and fun of stepping back in time will be an experience that our kids will learn from and remember for years to come!








Bill Wienecke

A Student’s Perspective of the Somers Living History Program


Dressing up as a revolutionary war soldier in Mr. Wienecke’s social studies class really influenced my understanding of what it was like being a soldier at that time. Before the activity, I didn't think being a soldier was so hard, except for the fact that you might get killed in your fighting! Instead of reading from a text book, we got to go outside with a musket and wearing a uniform! I held the gun and it must have been about the same size as me (and maybe a little less heavy)!  I was extremely surprised at how much work the soldiers put into the war, and now understand how the soldiers must have felt. I think this activity was helpful in everybody's understanding of being a soldier, especially me. I will feel differently the next time we learn about the Revolutionary War and be excited to maybe get dressed up again! Now I can say, "Learning is fun!" 


Paula Chang October 31, 2006 

