The 1st Regiment of Suffolk County 

      The 1st Regiment of Suffolk County is concluding its first year's successful campaign. This fifth grade regiment is based on Colonel William Floyd's (Signer of the Declaration of Independence) Revolutionary War Unit of the same name. The 1st  began training in late November and continued throughout the school year every Thursday at recess time. The unit celebrated George Washington's birthday in February at a Regimental Dinner at The BrickHouse Brewery in Patchogue. The1st also captured the hearts of Patchogue's local residents and brought honor to Bay Elementary School by winning "Best Overall Unit" out of 58 groups in the St. Patrick's Day Parade. More recently the group won another honor and trophy for  "Most Patriotic Unit" in the Village's Memorial Day Parade.  The 1st also has established a strong relationship with local veterans groups such as the VFW, American Legion and AM Vets. The Regiment's flags were donated by the vets who also participated in the Regimental dinner. Last week members of the Regiment joined the vets at the old cemetaries on Main Street in Patchogue, searching for veterans graves and planting flags. Some of these dated back to the Revolution and War of 1812. In April the Regiment participated in "Living History Week" at Bay Elementary by conducting field operations on the school field for two days coinciding with "Bayville", a fourth grade Colonial Village in the school gym. The regiment trained kindergarten  through fifth grade classes in marching and weapons drill. The regiment was also invited to particpate in an overnight encampment at Old Hallockville in Riverhead but unfortunately this event was rained out. The 1st Regiment is run by its hard working Sergeants and Living History course veterans Sarah Jordan, Diana Newman and Bob Alonso. Special thanks to The Living History Education Foundation and the Mid East Suffolk Teacher Center for their generosity and support. Also special Thanks to Eleanor Turino of Seaford Manor School for her help and encouragement. [image: image1.png]



