The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History awards the Preserve America History Teacher of the Year title each year in its effort to promote the study and love of American history.  Stephanie Palmer, Bedford Road School, Pleasantville, was selected at the 2009 New York State winner.

Stephanie and her colleagues designed “Revolutionary Day” as a reenactment experience for the entire fourth grade.  This “hands-on” learning experience required teacher training and collaboration, student research, teamwork, and numerous parent volunteers. Stephanie and several of her colleagues are past participants of the Fort Ticonderoga experience under the leadership of Joe Ryan.  Each year Joe “trains” the soldiers for their living history day. 

 

Several stations, including earthen fortifications, making and striking camp using canvass tents, drill practice, cartridge making, food preparation, medicine, games, and drum signals allow the students to experience “a day in the life of a Continental soldier.”  Led by a fife and drum core, uniformed regiments from each class march to a nearby field.  Each class is divided into three platoons and adults facilitate the “soldiers” through the various stations.  Of course, the students’ enthusiasm is the crowning glory.  It is a day they will never forget.

